AN   INTERPRETER   OF  ENGLAND

per cent of the power and influence of the
League vanished when America retired.

But that is only half the truth. The Treaty
may have contained all that is claimed for it.
It vindicated international right, rectified
frontiers, liberated oppressed nations, broke
up huge armaments, established a Society of
Nations, placed the German Colonies under
mandate, humanized conditions of labour, and
provided for the revision of its own enactments
in the light of experience. But to sign the
Treaty was one thing, to enforce it in an
atmosphere of mingled victory and defeat was
another. No one was prepared to think of
Europe as a whole. Neither the war nor the
Treaties extirpated the local hatreds and
jealousies of south-eastern Europe and the
Near East, and the despotisms of generations
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